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The Assistant Director-General
for External Relations and Public Information

To Permanent Delegates and
Observers to UNESCO

23 MAR. 2017
Ref: SHS/BIO/17/2657

Subject: Renewal of the International Bioethics Committee of UNESCO
(IBC)

Sir/Madam,

In accordance with its Statutes (copy attached herewith), the Director-
General will proceed, at the beginning of 2018, with the renewal of one half
of the membership of the UNESCO International Bioethics Committee
(IBC), whose terms of office expire at the end of 2017.

Article 3, paragraph 1 of the afore-mentioned Statutes states that members
of IBC “shall be independent and shall act in their personal capacity. When
making his/her choice, the Director-General shall take into account cultural
diversity, balanced geographical representation and the need to ensure
appropriate rotation. He/she shall also take into account the nominations for
membership of the IBC received from the Member States of UNESCO,
Associate Members and non-Member States which have set up a
permanent observer mission to UNESCO”. In addition and in line with
UNESCQ’s commitment to promote gender equality in all its activities, the
choice of the Director-General also will take into account the need to
ensure gender balance in the composition of the IBC.

Moreover, paragraph 2 of the same Article states that “when proposing
their candidates for the IBC, states shall endeavour to include eminent
persons who are specialists in the life sciences and in the social and
human sciences, including law, human rights, philosophy, education and
communication, with the necessary competence and authority to perform
the IBC'’s duties”.



Pursuant to these provisions, | invite your country to propose to the
Director-General the names of suitable personalites who might be
considered for membership of the Committee for a period of four years,
from 2018 to the end of 2021. | should be grateful if you would send details
of your nominee(s), together with their curriculum vitae, to the Bioethics and
Ethics of Science Section of the Social and Human Sciences Sector (7,
place de Fontenoy, 75352 Paris 07 SP, France; tel.: +33 1 45 68 38 57 / 39
45; e-mail: ibc@unesco.org) before 1 December 2017.

In ending, allow me to take this opportunity to remind you that the Director-
General cannot appoint more than one national of a Member State at any
given time (Article 3, paragraph 3), and that she may not appoint any
person for more than two consecutive terms of office (Article 6, paragraph
3).

Accept, Sir/Madam, the assurances of my highest consideration.
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Cc: National Commissions for UNESCO
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COMPOSITION DU
COMITE INTERNATIONAL DE BIOETHIQUE DE L’UNESCO (CIB)
(2016-2017)

Division of Ethics, Youth and Sport /
Division de I'éthique, de la jeunesse et des sports



TERM OF OFFICE /
DUREE DU MANDAT

ANDANDA Prof. (Ms) Pamela (Kenya/South Africa / Kenya/Afrique du Sud) 2016-2019
Professor of Law, University of the Witwatersrand, South Africa /

Professeur de droit, Université de Witwatersrand, Afrique du Sud

Advocate, High Court of Kenya / Avocat, Haute Cour du Kenya

Member, Ethics Review Committee, Centre for Research in Therapeutic Sciences
(CREATES), Strathmore University / Membre, Comité d'éthique, Centre de recherche en
sciences thérapeutiques (CREATES), Université de Strathmore

Member of the think tank, Fair Research Contracting Project, Council on Health
Research for Development (COHRED) / Membre du groupe de réflexion, Projet sur les
contrats équitables pour la recherche, Conseil sur la recherche en santé pour le
développement (COHRED)

Editor, South African Law Journal / Editeur, Journal de droit d’Afrique du Sud

NAME / NOM

BAGHERI Prof. (Mr) Alireza (Islamic Republic of Iran / République islamique d’Iran) 2010-2017
Assistant Professor, Medicine and Medical Ethics, School of Medicine, Tehran University

of Medical Sciences / Professeur adjoint de médecine et d'éthique médicale, Faculté de

médicine, Université des sciences médicales de Téhéran

Visiting Scholar, Center for Health Care Ethics, Lakehead University, Canada /

Professeur invité, Centre de I'éthique de santé, Université Lakehead, Canada

Elected Fellow, Hastings Center, USA /

Elu Fellow, Hastings Center, les Etats-Unis d’Amérique

Member, High Council for Organ Transplantation of Iran /

Membre, Haut Conseil pour la transplantation d’organes d’lran

BAHARUDDIN Prof. Datin (Ms) Azizan (Malaysia / Malaisie) 2014-2017
Director General, Institute of Islamic Understanding Malaysia (IKIM) / Directrice général,
Institut de Compréhension Islamique de Malaisie (IKIM)

Member, National Bioethics Council, Ministry of Science, Technology and Innovation
(MOSTI) / Membre, Conseil national de bioéthique, Ministére de la Science, de la
Technologie et de I'lnnovation (MOSTI)

Member, UNESCO International Association of Women Philosophers /

Membre, Réseau International des Femmes Philosophes de 'TUNESCO

Member, National Committee on the Promotion of Interfaith Harmony /

Membre, Comité national de la promotion de I'harmonie interconfessionnelle

Member, Drafting Committee of the International Islamic Declaration on Climate Change
/ Membre, Comité de rédaction de la Déclaration islamique internationale sur le
changement climatique

Member, Editorial Board, Journal of Ethics Education /

Membre, Comité de rédaction, Journal d’éducation éthique

BARTNIK Prof. (Ms) Ewa (Poland / Pologne) 2010-2017
Professor of Molecular Biology and Human Genetics, University of Warsaw /

Professeur de biologie moléculaire et génétique humaine, Université de Varsovie
Professor, Institute of Biochemistry and Biophysics, Polish Academy of Sciences /
Professeur, Institut de Biochimie et Biophysique, Académie Polonaise des Sciences
Former Vice-Chairperson, Intergovernmental Bioethics Committee of UNESCO (IGBC) /
Ancienne Vice-présidente du Comité intergouvernemental de bioéthique de 'TUNESCO
(CIGB)

Member, Bioethics Committee, Presidium of the Polish Academy of Sciences (2015-
2018) / Membre, Comité de bioéthique, Présidium de I'’Académie polonaise des sciences
(2015-2018)

Rapporteur of the IBC (2016-2017) / Rapporteur du CIB (2016-2017)



TERM OF OFFICE /
DUREE DU MANDAT

BEN AMMAR Prof. (Mr) Mohamed Salah (Tunisia / Tunisie) 2012-2019
Medical Doctor / Docteur en médecine

Former Minister of Health of Tunisia / Ancien Ministre de la Santé de la Tunisie

Professor of Medicine, Faculty of Medicine of Tunis /

Professeur, médecine, Faculté de médecine de Tunis

Chairperson, Ethics and Governance Committee, Global Fund to Fight AIDS,

Tuberculosis and Malaria / Président, Comité d’éthique du Fond Mondial de lutte contre

le sida, la tuberculose et le paludisme

Former Member, National Bioethics Committee /

Ancien Membre, Comité national de bioéthique

NAME / NOM

BouHAIMED Prof. (Ms) Manal (Kuwait / Koweit) 2012-2019
Clinical Assistant Professor, Department of Community Medicine and Behavioural

Sciences, Department of Surgery, Faculty of Medicine, Kuwait University /

Professeur adjointe clinicienne, Département de médecine générale et des sciences du
comportement, Département de chirurgie, Faculté de médecine, Université de Koweit

Consultant Ophthalmologist / Consultante ophtalmologiste

Vice-Chairperson of the IBC (2016-2017) / Vice-présidente du CIB (2016-2017)

BROWN (Ms) Cheryl (Jamaica / Jamaique) 2010-2017
Attorney-at-Law / Avocate a la Cour

Member, National Bioethics Committee of Jamaica /

Membre, Comité national de bioéthique de la Jamaique

Former Vice-Chairperson, Intergovernmental Bioethics Committee of UNESCO (IGBC) /

Ancienne Vice-présidente, Comité intergouvernemental de bioéthique de TUNESCO

(CIGB)

Member, Bioethics Society of the English-speaking Caribbean (BSEC) /

Membre, Société bioéthique des Caraibes anglophones (BSEC)

Vice-Chairperson of the IBC (2016-2017) / Vice-présidente du CIB (2016-2017)

CHNEIWEISS Prof. (Mr) Hervé Michel (France) 2014-2017
Director, Neuroscience Research Center Paris Seine-IBPS /

Directeur, Centre de recherche Neuroscience Paris Seine-IBPS

Chairperson, Ethics Committee, National Institute of Health and Medical Research

(INSERM) / Président, Comité d'éthique de I'Institut national de la santé et de la

recherche médicale (INSERM)

Member, National Advisory Ethics Committee for the Life Sciences /

Membre, Comité consultatif national d’éthique pour les sciences de la vie

EL-SHABRAWY Prof. (Ms) Ekram Mohamed (Egypt / Egypte) 2014-2017
Vice-Dean, Community Service and Environmental Development, Faculty of Medicine,
Beni-Suef University / Vice-doyen, services communautaires et développement de
'environnement, Faculté de médecine, Université de Beni-Suef

Professor, Public Health, Beni-Suef University /

Professeur, santé publique, Université de Beni-Suef

Chairperson, Scientific Research Ethics Committee, Faculty of Medicine, Beni-Suef
University / Présidente, Comité d’éthique de la recherche scientifique, Faculté de
médecine, Université de Beni-Suef

Chairperson, Department of Public Health, Community, Environmental and Occupational
Medicine, Beni-Suef University / Présidente, Département de la Santé publique, santé
communautaire, environnementale et médecine du travail, Université de Beni-Suef
Member, Egyptian Network of Research Ethics Committees (ENREC) /

Membre, Réseau égyptien des comités d’éthique de la recherche (ENREC)

Member, Egyptian Women’s Medical Society /

Membre, Société médicale des femmes égyptiennes



TERM OF OFFICE /
DUREE DU MANDAT

FERNANDO Prof. (Ms) Anoja Indrakanthi (Sri Lanka) 2016-2019
Professor Emeritus, Pharmacology, University of Ruhuna /

Professeure émérite, Pharmacologie, Université de Ruhuna

Chairperson, Ethics Review Committee, Sri Lanka Medical Association /
Présidente, Comité d'éthique, Association médicale Sri Lankaise

Member, National Health Research Council /

Membre, Conseil national de la recherche pour la santé

Member, Working Committee on Biotechnology and Bioethics, National Science
Foundation of Sri Lanka / Membre, Comité de travail sur la biotechnologie et la
bioéthique, Fondation National de Science du Sri Lanka

Former Chairperson, National Bioethics Committee /

Ancienne Présidente, Comité national de bioéthique

Former President, Asian Bioethics Association /

Ancienne Présidente, Association asiatique de bioéthique

NAME / NOM

Forus Dr (Ms) Anne (Norway / Norvége) 2016-2019
Senior Adviser and Deputy Director General, Biotechnology and Health Legislation
Department, Norwegian Directorate of Health /

Conseillére principal et Directrice général adjointe, Département de biotechnologie et
législation sur la santé, Direction de la santé de Norvege

Member (since 2003), Former Chairperson (2013-2014) and former Bureau Member
(2011-2012), Committee on Bioethics of the Council of Europe (DH-BIO) / Membre
(depuis 2003), ancienne Présidente (2013-2014), et ancienne Membre du Bureau (2011-
2012), Comité sur la bioéthique du Conseil de I'Europe (DH-BIO)

Deputy Member, Norwegian Privacy Appeals Board (2013-2017) /

Membre suppléante, Conseil d'appel de confidentialité de Norvege (2013-2017)

GARRAFA Prof. (Mr) Volnei (Brazil / Brésil) 2010-2017
Director, UNESCO Chair in Bioethics, University of Brasilia /

Directeur, Chaire UNESCO de bioéthique, Université de Brasilia

Coordinator, Post-Graduate Program in Bioethics, University of Brasilia /
Coordinateur, Programme d’études supérieures en bioéthique, Université de Brasilia
Director of International Affairs, UNESCO Latin American and Caribbean Bioethics
Network (UNESCO-REDBIOETICA) / Directeur des affaires internationales, Réseau
Bioéthique Amérique latine et Caraibes de 'TUNESCO (UNESCO-RED BIOETICA)
Member, Board of Directors, International Association of Education in Ethics (IAEE) /
Membre, Conseil d’administration, Association internationale de I'éducation en éthique
Editor-in-Chief, Brazilian Journal of Bioethics /

Editeur en chef, Brazilian Journal of Bioethics

Director, UNESCO Latin American and Caribbean Bioethics Network Journal /
Directeur, Journal du Réseau de Bioéthique d’Amérique latine et des Caraibes de
'TUNESCO

IOAN Prof. (Ms) Beatrice Gabriela (Romania / Roumanie) 2016-2019
Professor of Forensic Medicine and Bioethics, Grigore T. Popa University of Medicine

and Pharmacy / Professeur de médecine légale et de bioéthique, Grigore T. Popa

Université de médecine et pharmacie

Forensic Physician, Institute of Forensic Medicine, Romania /

Médecin |égiste, Institut de médecine légale, Roumanie

Vice-Chairperson, Committee on Bioethics of the Council of Europe (DH-BIO) /

Vice-présidente, Comité de bioéthique du Conseil de I'Europe (DH-BIO)

Member, Bioethics Committee, Romanian College of Physicians /

Membre, Comité de bioéthique, College des médecins de Roumanie



TERM OF OFFICE /
DUREE DU MANDAT

KiM Prof. (Ms) Ock-Joo (Republic of Korea / République de Corée) 2016-2019
Professor and Chair, Department of the History of Medicine and Medical Humanities,
College of Medicine, Seoul National University /

Professeur et présidente, Département de I'histoire de la médecine et de humanités
médicales, College de médecine, Université nationale de Séoul

Director, Centre for Human Research Protection, Seoul National University Hospital /
Directrice, Centre pour la protection de la recherche humaine, Hépital Université
nationale de Séoul

Member, Expert Committee, Korean National Bioethics Committee /

Membre, Comité d’experts, Comité national de bioéthique coréen

Member, Board of Directors, National Bioethics and Policy Institute, Korean Ministry of
Health and Welfare / Membre, Conseil d’administration, Institut national de bioéthique et
de politique, Ministére de la santé et du bien-étre de la République de Corée

NAME / NOM

LEROUX Prof. (Ms) Thérése (Canada) 2012-2019
Full Professor Law, Faculty of Law, Université de Montréal /

Professeure titulaire, Faculté de droit, Université de Montréal

Researcher, Centre de recherche en droit public (CRDP), Faculty of Law, Université de

Montréal / Chercheuse, Centre de recherche en droit public (CRDP), Faculté de droit,

Université de Montréal

LIKINDA BOFONDA Prof. (M.) Evariste (Democratic Republic of Congo / République 2016-2019
Démocratique du Congo)

Professor of Neurosurgery, Medical Ethics and Bioethics, University of Mbandaka /

Professeur de neurochirurgie, d’éthique médicale et de bioéthique, Université de

Mbandaka

Neurosurgeon and Head, Department of Surgery, University Hospital of Mbandaka /

Neurochirurgien et Chef, Département de la chirurgie, Centre Hospitalier Universitaire de

Mbandaka

President, National Bioethics Committee of the Democratic Republic of Congo /

Président, Comité National de Bioéthique de la République Démocratique du Congo

MAGNUS Judge (Mr) Richard (Singapore / Singapour) 2012-2019
Chief Judge (Ret) / Juge en chef (retraité)

Chairperson, Bioethics Advisory Committee of Singapore /

Président, Comité consultatif de bioéthique de Singapour

Chairperson, Public Guardian Board / Président, Conseil de surveillance publique
Singapore’s First Representative to the ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on
Human Rights / Premier Représentant de Singapour auprés de la Commission
intergouvernementale des droits de 'homme de 'ASEAN

Alumnus of the National Agenda Council, World Economic Forum / Ancien Eléve du
Conseil de I'agenda national, Forum économique mondial

Adjunct Professor / Professeur adjoint

Vice-Chairperson of the IBC (2016-2017) / Vice-président du CIB (2016-2017)

MATSIEGUI Prof. (Mr) Pierre-Blaise (Gabon) 2010-2017
Clinician and Research Associate, Medical Research Unit, Schweitzer Hospital,

Lambaréné / Clinicien et associé de recherche au sein de I'Unité de recherche

médicale, Hopital Schweizer, Lambaréné

Director, Research Medical Centre of Ngounié, Fougamou /

Directeur, Centre de recherche médicale de la Ngounié, Fougamou

Chairperson, National Research Ethics Committee /

Président, Comité national d’éthique de la recherche

Part-time Lecturer of bioethics, University of Health Sciences of Libreville /

Professeur vacataire de bioéthique, Université des Sciences de la Santé de Libreville



TERM OF OFFICE /
DUREE DU MANDAT

MEZINSKA Dr. (Ms) Signe (Latvia / Lettonie) 2016-2019
Assistant Professor, Faculty of Medicine, University of Latvia /

Professeur adjoint, Faculté de médecine, Université de Lettonie

Vice-Chairperson, Academic Ethics Commission, University of Latvia /

Vice-président, Commission de I'éthiqgue académique, Université de Lettonie
Vice-Chairperson, Medical and Biomedical Research Ethics Committee, Riga East
Clinical University Hospital Support Foundation /

Vice-présidente, Comité éthique de la recherche médical et biomédicale, Fondation de
soutien Hopital clinique universitaire Riga East

Board Member, Health Action International (HAI) Europe /

Membre du Conseil, Health Action International (HAI) Europe

NAME / NOM

MONTALVO JAASKELAINEN Prof. (Mr) Federico (Spain / Espagne) 2014-2017
Assistant Professor, Constitutional Law and Health Law, Universidad Pontificia Comillas
(ICADE) / Professeur adjoint, droit constitutionnel et droit de la santé, Universidad
Pontificia Comillas (ICADE)

Director, Official Master's Degree in Admission to the Bar (ICADE) /

Directeur, Dipléme officiel de maitrise a I'admission au barreau (ICADE)
Vice-President, Spanish Bioethics Committee /

Vice-président, Comité de bioéthique de I'Espagne

Member, Spanish Law Association for Health /

Membre, Association espagnole de droit de la santé

Member, Ethical Committee for Clinical Trials, Region of Madrid (2003-2012) /

Membre, Comité d’éthique pour les essais cliniques, Région de Madrid (2003-2012)

MORENO Prof. (Mr) Jonathan D. (United States of America / Etats-Unis d’Amérique) 2012-2019
Professor of Medical Ethics and Health Policy, of History and Sociology of Science, and

of Philosophy, University of Pennsylvania /

Professeur d'éthique médicale et de politique de la santé, d’histoire et sociologie des

sciences, et de philosophie, Université de Pennsylvanie

Elected member, National Academy of Medicine /

Membre élu, I'’Académie national de médecine

National Associate, National Research Council /

Associé national, Conseil national de recherches

PALAZzzANI Prof. (Mrs) Laura (Italy / Italie) 2016-2019
Professor of Philosophy of Law and Biolaw, Department of Law, Lumsa University /
Professeure de philosophie du droit et biodroit, Département de droit, Université Lumsa
Vice-Chairperson, Italian National Bioethics Committee /

Vice-présidente, Comité national de bioéthique d’ltalie

Member, Committee on Bioethics of the Council of Europe (DH-BIO) /

Membre, Comité de bioéthique du Conseil de 'Europe (DH-BIO)

Former Member, European Group on Ethics in Science and New Technologies,
European Commission (2010-2015) / Ancienne Membre, Groupe européen d’'éthique
des sciences et des nouvelles technologies, Commission européenne (2010-2015)
Member, Ethical Committee, Children’s Hospital Bambino Gesu, Rome /

Membre, Comité d’éthique, Hopital pour enfants Bambino Gesu, Rome

PIEDRA HERRERA Prof. (Mr) Félix Daniel (Cuba) 2014-2017
Professor, Biochemistry / Professeur de biochimie

President, Cuban National Bioethics Committee /

Président, Comité national de bioéthique de Cuba

Specialist, Secretariat, Cuban Academy of Sciences /

Spécialiste du Secrétariat, Académie des sciences de Cuba



TERM OF OFFICE /

NAME / NOM DUREE DU MANDAT

PINSART Prof. (Ms) Marie-Geneviéve (Belgium / Belgique) 2016-2019
Professor of Philosophy and Ethics / Professeur de philosophie et d’éthique

Director, Department of Philosophy, Ethics and Religious Studies, Université Libre de
Bruxelles / Directrice, Département de philosophie, d’éthique et de sciences des
religions, Université Libre de Bruxelles

Vice-Chairperson and Former Chairperson, Consultative Committee on Bioethics of
Belgium / Vice-présidente et ancienne Présidente, Comité consultatif de bioéthique de
Belgique

Member, Ethics Committee, Iris Sud Hospital (Brussels) /

Membre, Comité d’Ethique, Hopitaux Iris Sud (Bruxelles)

Member, Belgian Federal Commission for Medical and Scientific Research on in vitro
embryos / Membre, Commission fédérale belge pour la recherche médicale et
scientifique sur les embryons in vitro

PUTALLAZ Prof. (Mr) Francois-Xavier (Switzerland / Suisse) 2014-2017
Professor, Philosophy, University of Fribourg /

Professeur, philosophie, Université de Fribourg

Member, Swiss National Advisory Commission on Biomedical Ethics /

Membre, Commission nationale d'éthique dans le domaine de la médecine humaine

Member, Scientific Committee, European Institute of Bioethics /

Membre, Comité scientifique de I'Institut européen de bioéthique

SAGOLS-SALES Prof. (Ms) Lizbeth (Mexico / Mexique) 2014-2017
Professor of Philosophy, Faculty of Philosophy and Letters, National Autonomous

University of Mexico (UNAM) / Professeure de philosophie, Faculté de Philosophie et

Lettres de I'Université nationale autonome du Mexique (UNAM)

Member, University Programme on Bioethics, UNAM /

Membre, Programme Universitaire sur la Bioéthique a 'UNAM

Member, National Research System of Mexico /

Membre, Systéme de la recherché national du Mexique (SNI)

SANCHEZ VARELA Prof. (Ms) Delia M. (Uruguay) 2012-2019
Medical Doctor / Docteur en médecine

Associate Professor of Bioethics, School of Medicine, University of the Republic

(Uruguay) / Professeur associée de bioéthique, Faculté de médecine, Université de la

République (Uruguay)

Former Academic Coordinator, MERCOSUR Health Systems Observatory /

Ancienne Coordinatrice académique, Observatoire des systemes de santé MERCOSUR

Former Director, Health Technology Assessment Unit, Ministry of Health / Ancienne

Directrice, Unité d’évaluation des technologies de la santé, Ministére de la santé

SYKA Prof. (Mr) Josef (Czech Republic / République tchéque) 2014-2017
Professor of Physiology, Charles University /

Professeur de physiologie, Charles University

Head, Department of Auditory Neuroscience, Institute of Experimental Medicine,

Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic /

Chef du Département de neurosciences auditives, Institut de médecine expérimentale

de '’Académie des sciences de la République tchéque

Founding Chairperson, Committee for Bioethics, Research and Development Council of

the Czech Government / Président Fondateur du Comité de bioéthique, Conseil de

recherche et de développement du gouvernement tchéque



TERM OF OFFICE /
DUREE DU MANDAT

TAL-DIA Prof. (MsS) ANTA (Senegal / Sénégal) 2014-2017
Medical Doctor / Docteur en médecine

Professor of Public Health / Professeur de santé publique

Chief, Preventive Medicine and Public Health Service, Cheikh Anta Diop University /
Chef du Service de Médecine Préventive et Sante Publique, Université Cheikh Anta
Diop

Director, Institute of Health and Development (ISED) /

Directrice, Institut de Santé et Développement (ISED)

President, Advisory Committee on Immunization and Vaccines of Senegal /
Présidente, Comité Consultatif sur la Vaccination et les Vaccins du Sénégal
Member, National Ethics Committee for Health Research /

Membre, Comité National d’'Ethique et de Recherche en Santé

Vice-Chairperson of the IBC (2016-2017) / Vice-présidente du CIB (2016-2017)

NAME / NOM

TINDANA Dr (Ms) Paulina (Ghana) 2014-2017
Bioethicist and Senior Researcher, Navrongo Health Research Centre /

Bioéthicienne et chercheuse principal, Centre de recherche en santé de Navrongo
Chairperson, H3Africa Community Engagement Working Group, Human Heredity and
Health in Africa Initiative (H3Africa) /

Présidente, groupe de travail en engagement communautaire de H3Africa, L’hérédité
humaine et la santé dans I'Initiative Afrique (H3Africa)

Member, Ethics and Regulatory Issues Working Group, Human Heredity and Health in
Africa Initiative (H3Africa) / Membre, groupe de travail en éthique et affaires de
réglementation, L’hérédité humaine et la santé dans I'Initiative Afrique (H3Africa)
Member, Board of Directors, International Association of Bioethics (IAB) /

Membre, conseil d'administration, Association internationale de bioéthique (IAB)

TowmB Prof. (Mr) Roland R. (Lebanon / Liban) 2016-2019
Dean, Faculty of Medicine, Saint Joseph University /

Doyen, Faculté de médecine, Université Saint-Joseph

Chair and Professor, Department of Bioethics, Saint Joseph University /

Président et professeur, Département de bioéthique, Université Saint-Joseph

Member, Lebanese National Consultative Committee of Bioethics /

Membre, Comité consultatif national de bioéthique de Liban

Former Rapporteur, Intergovernmental Bioethics Committee of UNESCO (IGBC) /

Ancien Rapporteur, Comité intergouvernemental de bioéthique de TUNESCO (CIGB)

VAN DELDEN Prof. (Mr) Johannes (Hans) (Netherlands / Pays-Bas) 2012-2019
Professor of Medical Ethics, University Medical Center, Utrecht University /

Professeur d'éthique médicale, Centre médical universitaire, Université d'Utrecht

Director of Education, Julius Center for Health Sciences and Primary Care, UMC Utrecht

Directeur de I'éducation, Centre Julius pour les sciences de la santé et des premiers

soins, UMC Utrecht

President, Council of International Organizations of Medical Sciences (CIOMS) /

Président, Conseil des organisations internationales des sciences médicales (CIOMS)

Chairperson of the IBC (2016-2017) / Président du CIB (2016-2017)



TERM OF OFFICE /

NAME / NOM DUREE DU MANDAT

VERGES DE LOPEZ Prof. (Ms) Claude (Panama) 2012-2019
Professor of Deontology and Bioethics, Faculty of Medicine, University of Panama /
Professeur de déontologie et de bioéthique, Faculté de médecine, Université de Panama
Member, Committee on Research Ethics, Gorgas Institute of Health Research, Panama /
Membre, Comités sur I'éthique de la recherche, Institut Gorgas des Etudes sur la Santé,
Panama

President, Committee on Clinical Ethics, Dr. Jose Renan Esquivel Children’s Hospital,
Panama / Présidente, Comité sur I'éthique clinique, Hopital de I'Enfant Dr. Jose Renan
Esquivel, Panama

President, Committee on Research Ethics, University of Panama /

Présidente, Comités sur I'éthique de la recherche, Université de Panama

VUoRIO Prof. (Mr) Eero (Finland / Finlande) 2010-2017
Professor Emeritus of Molecular Biology, University of Turku /

Professeur émérite de biologie moléculaire, Université de Turku
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STATUTES OF THE
INTERNATIONAL BIOETHICS COMMITTEE OF UNESCO (IBC)*

Article 1

A permanent Committee, named the International Bioethics Committee of UNESCO (IBC),
hereafter referred to as ‘the IBC’, is hereby established within the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO).

Article 2 - Functions
1. The Committee shall have the following functions:

@) it shall promote reflection on the ethical and legal issues raised by research in
the life sciences and their applications, as well as encourage the exchange of
ideas and information, particularly through education;

(b) it shall encourage action to heighten awareness among the general public,
specialized groups and public and private decision-makers involved in bioethics;

(© it shall co-operate with the international governmental and non-governmental
organizations concerned by the issues raised in the field of bioethics as well
as with the national and regional bioethics committees and similar bodies;

(d) in accordance with Article 24 of the Universal Declaration on the Human
Genome and Human Rights, hereafter referred to as ‘the Declaration’:

@ it shall contribute to the dissemination of the principles set out in the
Declaration and to the further examination of issues raised by their
applications and by the evolution of the technologies in question;

(i) it shall organize appropriate consultations with parties concerned, such
as vulnerable groups;

(iii) it shall make recommendations, in accordance with UNESCO'’s
statutory procedures, addressed to the General Conference and give
advice concerning the follow-up of the Declaration, and it shall identify
practices that could be contrary to human dignity.

2. The IBC shall determine its programme of work which shall be made public. The IBC
shall include in that programme any item so requested by the Director-General or the
Executive Board. It shall take into account the views of the Intergovernmental
Committee, hereafter provided under Article 11, concerning its programme.

* Adopted by the Executive Board at its 154th Session, on 7 May 1998 (154 EX/Dec. 8.4).
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Article 3 - Membership

1. The IBC shall be composed of 36 members appointed by the Director-General. The
members shall be independent and shall act in their personal capacity. When making
his choice, the Director-General shall take into account cultural diversity, balanced
geographical representation and the need to ensure appropriate rotation. He shall
also take into account the nominations for membership of the IBC received from the
Member States of UNESCO, Associate Members and non-Member States which
have set up a permanent observer mission to UNESCO.

2. When proposing their candidates for the IBC, states shall endeavour to include
eminent persons who are specialists in the life sciences and in the social and human
sciences, including law, human rights, philosophy, education and communication,
with the necessary competence and authority to perform the IBC'’s duties.

3. The Director-General shall not appoint simultaneously more than one national of the
same state.

Article 4 - Observers

1. Member States and Associate Members of UNESCO may take part as observers in
the meetings of the IBC.

2. Non-Member States which have set up a permanent observer mission to UNESCO
may take part as observers in the meetings of the IBC on the invitation of the
Director-General.

3. The United Nations and the other organizations of the United Nations system with
which UNESCO has concluded an agreement providing for reciprocal representation
may take part as observers in the meetings of the IBC.

4. International governmental or non-governmental organizations with similar objectives to
those of the IBC may be invited to take part as observers in the meetings of the IBC.

5. Specialists or other relevant persons or groups may be consulted on matters within
the competence of the IBC.

Article 5 - Sessions

The Director-General shall convene the IBC at least once a year.

Article 6 - Terms of office

1. The term of office for members of the IBC shall be four years.
2. Half the IBC’'s members shall be replaced every two years.
3. The Director-General shall not appoint the same person for more than two

consecutive terms of office.

Article 7 - Advice and recommendations

The advice and recommendations of the IBC shall be taken by consensus, promptly made
public and widely disseminated. Any member of the IBC shall have the right to record a
dissenting opinion.

Article 8 - Rules of Procedure

The IBC shall adopt its Rules of Procedure.



Article 9 - Secretariat

1.

The Director-General of UNESCO shall provide the staff and other means required
for the operation of the secretariat of the IBC.

The Director-General shall appoint a member of the Secretariat of UNESCO as
Secretary-General of the IBC.

Article 10 - Expenses

1.

The servicing expenses of the sessions of the IBC shall be financed by the
appropriations allocated for this purpose by the General Conference.

Member States of UNESCO, Associate Members and non-Member States which
have set up a permanent observer mission to UNESCO shall bear the expenses of
the participation of their observers at the sessions of the IBC and of their participation
in the Intergovernmental Committee.

UNESCO shall bear the expenses of the participation of specialists in connection with
hearings requested by the IBC.

Article 11 - Intergovernmental Committee

1.

An Intergovernmental Committee, hereafter referred to as ‘the Intergovernmental
Committee’, is hereby established within the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO).

The Intergovernmental Committee shall examine the advice and recommendations of
the IBC, including those concerned with the follow-up of the Universal Declaration.
The Intergovernmental Committee shall inform the IBC of its opinions. It shall submit
its opinions to the Director-General for transmission, together with the advice and
recommendations of the IBC, to the Member States, the Executive Board and the
General Conference. It may transmit any proposals for the follow-up of the advice
and recommendations of the IBC.

The Intergovernmental Committee shall be composed of 36 representatives of the
Member States elected by the General Conference. Associate Members of UNESCO
shall be invited to participate. When electing the members of the Intergovernmental
Committee, the General Conference shall take into account cultural diversity,
balanced geographical representation and the need to ensure appropriate rotation.

The term of office of members of the Intergovernmental Committee shall extend from
the end of the ordinary session of the General Conference during which they are
elected until the end of its second subsequent ordinary session.

Member States of UNESCO, Associate Members and non-Member States which
have set up a permanent observer mission to UNESCO may take part in the
meetings of the Intergovernmental Committee. The provisions of Article 4 relating to
the IBC shall apply mutatis mutandis to the Intergovernmental Committee.

The sessions of the Intergovernmental Committee shall be convened by the Director-
General at least once every two years.

Where the Intergovernmental Committee or the Director-General so decides, a Joint
Session of the IBC and the Intergovernmental Committee, hereafter referred to as
‘the Joint Session’, shall be convened. The Joint Session shall foster dialogue
between the IBC and the Intergovernmental Committee on matters of mutual
concern.  Without limiting the generality of such matters, they may include
consideration of any proposals to:



@ amend the Universal Declaration on the Human Genome and Human Rights; or

(b) adopt any further declaration or any other international instrument within the
field of competence of the IBC.

The Joint Session shall:

€) be chaired by the chairpersons of the IBC and of the Intergovernmental
Committee as joint presiding officers;

(b) be open to observers mutatis mutandis in accordance with Article 4; and

(© present a report on the meeting to the Director-General, who shall provide it to
the Member States for such action as they may decide before it is presented
to the General Conference.

Article 12 - Revision
These Statutes may be revised by the UNESCO Executive Board.



